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Tis’ the season to get into the holiday spirit!  

As a continuation of our “Taking the Next Step” 

Generosity Emphasis, I want to challenge us all 

to creatively make a difference in other people’s 

lives this  Advent and Christmas season.  We will 

be spreading Random Acts of Christmas Kind-

ness this season and we would love for you to 

join us! This is the perfect way to enjoy the true 

reason for the season… family, togetherness,  

loving and giving! 

The best part of taking part in even the smallest 

act of kindness and or giving is that generosity and kindness are contagious! Goodness 

spurs goodness: A single act can influence dozens more. 

Please join us for our 1st Annual RACK! We are showering the Merchantville/Pennsauken 

communities and nearby area with Christmas Kindness all month long! 

 
What is RACK and how does it work? 
 It’s a way to infuse holiday spirit in others by performing a Random Act of Christmas 
Kindness throughout the month of December! Many do a RACK a day for 25 days leading 
up to Christmas, an advent of sorts. However, we are asking you to join us in doing what 
you can, when you can, however big, however small. Be creative and lead with your heart! 
Most importantly, get the whole family involved! 

We want to hear stories about these Random Acts of Christmas Kindness! Share your 
RACK experience with us on our Facebook page where we will be sharing and highlight-
ing ways to bless the our community with a daily RACK! Each week in our bulletin and on 
our Facebook page leading up to Christmas we will post more ideas and share your ideas 
or RACK anonymously. There are many ways to offer a RACK, we have put together an 
extensive list of ideas as well as a calendar if you want to follow a list of acts, find them on 
the next page. 

Pastor Walt 
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Christmas Eve  

Candlelighting Services 
  

7:30pm at Pennsauken UMC 
11:00pm at Trinity 

  

  

  

  

  Setting Sun Service at Trinity 
    December 31, 2017~ 4pm-sunset 

Christmas Outreach 
at Trinity 

 
This year Women Serving Together and the   
Outreach Committee will be working together to 
gather personal hygiene items to be sent to 
UMCOR.  A list of suggested items will be provid-
ed in the Sunday bulletin and you may choose 
one or more items to donate.  Financial donations 
are also welcome. 
 

If you would like more information please speak 
to Pat Nelson in the chapel following worship. 

Random Acts of  
Christmas Kindness Suggestions 

 

� Pay it Backward!- Pay for the car or person 
behind you in line at Dunkin’ Donuts, Starbucks or 
a fast food restaurant. 

� Rake the yard of a neighbor who isn’t able to 
rake it themselves.   

� Give the gift of sleep. Volunteer to babysit for 
a particularly sleep-deprived mom. 

� Bless your trash collectors with a treat or small 
gift card for lunch. 

� Have your children or grandchildren make the 
mail man or lady a Thank You card or poster with 
treats taped to it. 

� Tape single dollars to items at the dollar store.  

� Tape candy canes to random places with in-
spiring RACK tags available in the chapel area. 

� Donate items to the church food pantry. 

� Donate items for the WST/Outreach Christmas 
Hygiene Kits. 

� Bake treats and take them to the police station 
and/or fire station with thank you cards.  

� Take a break from texting and e-mail. Mail an 
actual handwritten letter or card to someone you 
love. Just because. 

� Visit an assisted living home to hand out 
treats, artwork from your children or grandchil-
dren, read holiday books, or sing a few Christmas 
carols. Coordinate with your local nursing or     
retirement home first. 

� Take get well balloons or flowers to the hospi-
tal and leave them with a nurse for someone who 
is alone. 

� Tape quarters to laundromat machines. 

� Leave a basket of Christmas gifts on the door-
step of a family in need. 

� Cook a meal and deliver it to someone who 
could use a meal. Someone who is sick, a new 
family in the neighborhood or at church, a new 
mom. 

� Take a person who’s working on Christmas 
Eve something special 

� Drop off a coffee and a treat to a busy mom. 

� Before paying at the grocery store, buy a gift 
card, and then turn around and hand it to the per-
son behind you. 

� Leave an extra big tip at a restaurant. 

Poinsettia OrdersPoinsettia OrdersPoinsettia OrdersPoinsettia Orders    
at Trinityat Trinityat Trinityat Trinity    

Orders are now being taken for poinsettias to 
decorate our sanctuary for Christmas. 

Check Sunday bulletin for more information. 

 

 
RACK tags are 
available in the  

chapel. 



                                                                                                Sisters of Joy & Sisters of Joy & Sisters of Joy & Sisters of Joy &     
                                                                                                            CommunityCommunityCommunityCommunity    
    

    

                                                                                                                                        December 12th & 26thDecember 12th & 26thDecember 12th & 26thDecember 12th & 26th    
                                                                                                                                                                11am 11am 11am 11am ----    12:30pm12:30pm12:30pm12:30pm    

 

Join us for a time of discussion, support, guidance 
and fellowship at PUMC.  All women of the 
churches are invited to attend! 
  

W.S.T. (Women Serving Together) 
  

WST Bible Study Group will not meet in Decem-
ber.  We will meet again on Thursday, January 
4th at 9:30am in Trinity’s library.   All women are 
invited.  
 
 

 

In the Sept. Tidings we presented Martha Stet-
son’s Bible Puzzle to anyone who wished to solve 
it.  Trinity’s Women's Bible Study Group bravely 
undertook this project.  It did take us our Oct. 
and Nov. meetings to finally solve the puzzle. Our 
answer to the puzzle was 100. 
 

Some questions were easy and others more diffi-
cult.  One question asked for the number of foxes 
Samson sent into the fields of the Philistines.  We 
spent a considerable amount of time locating this 
answer.  None of us had hear about foxes in the 
Bible.   The answer was found in Judges 15:4. 
Other questions we knew we SHOULD know but 
verified it to make sure that we did have the right 
answer.  We enjoyed the project: learning and 
relearning facts from the Bible. 
 

Has anyone else tried to solve Mrs. Stetsons’  
puzzle? 

 

Held in Trinity’s Chapel - See you there! 

Women Serving Together  
Annual Christmas Party 

 
Let’s celebrate together!Let’s celebrate together!Let’s celebrate together!Let’s celebrate together!    

 

December 4, 2017 at 6pm 
 

Bring a dish to share with others & 
A $5 gift to exchange 

 

Please sign up so we know how may are coming. 

 
Don’t 

Forget 
To  

Sign 
Up! 

 

Sign-up 
Sheets  are  
posted at 

both  
churches. 

There are a number of good 
reasons to eat more local, 
seasonal food: 
 

• Most importantly….seasonal food 
is fresher and so tends to be tastier and more nu-
tritious 

• to reduce the energy needed to grow and 
transport the food we eat 

• to avoid paying a premium for food that is 
scarcer or has travelled a long way 

• to support the local economy 

to reconnect with nature's cycles and the passing 
of time 

Add these to your shopping list; foods that taste be�er 

in December 

 

Tangerines: Winter is prime �me for these vitamin

-C rich fruits. As one of the first citrus fruits to hit 

their peak, tangerines are delicious on their own 

or as a colorful addi�on to a salad. 

Chestnuts:  Chestnuts are great as a snack and can 

also dress up stuffing for roast turkey.  

Broccoli:  Many “brassicas” sweeten a'er under-

going a frost. When choosing a quality head of 

broccoli, look for one that's heavy and has li�le 

spouts that are close together. Avoid broccoli 

with visible yellowing. 

Pomegranate:  Rich in an�oxidants and potassium, 

pomegranate seeds and juice have a sour-sweet 

flavor that helps perk up meals during the winter 

months. They can be enjoyed on a salad or added 

to yogurt. Pick a pomegranate that looks full and 

doesn't have blemishes. 

Winter squash: There are plenty of varie�es to 

choose from, like spaghe0, bu�ernut, delicata 

and acorn, available through the winter. They 

make a great side or main dish and are low in cal-

ories and high in nutrients.  

 

Barbara Wilson, RD 

Church Conference  
 

The 2017 Church Conference took place on  
November 18th at the First Korean UMC of  
Cherry Hill NJ. 
 

To those who could not attend; A Church Confer-
ence Booklet is available for review in the Trinity 
chapel. If you would like to have your own copy 
please contact your church office and we will print 
one for you. 
 

A special thank you to those who donated supplies 
for the Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief project. 



 Trinity Child Care Center 
Third Annual Christmas Concert 

 

 
Trinity UMC Merchantville Child Care Center is having our Third An-
nual Christmas Concert on Friday, December 22, 2017 at 10:00 am. 
Our children will sing Christmas carols, recite poems and perform a 
play for our parents. If you are in the area and have children you are 
welcome to come out and enjoy our Christmas concert. Our program 
will be held in Weller Hall. 

Some of our past activities include:  
 

A field trip to Springdale Farm 
Market In Cherry Hill 
Our children and parents enjoyed a 
chartered bus from Trinity UMC to 
Springdale Farm Market. Once they 
arrived they enjoyed a 45-minute 
hayride tour and pumpkin picking. 
Our parents were surprised with 
lunch and a tour of the Farm Market. 
 

A trip to Merchantville Library 
where they had a 45-minute work-
shop of interactive story-time and 
arts and crafts. Each child in our 
program and their parent/guardian 
signed up for library cards that they 
used for the first time to check out 
one book.  
 

Trinity Child Care picture day was 
held on Tuesday, November 14, 
2017 where our children and staff 
were able to take pictures with their 

Thanksgiving Lunch  A special lunch was provided for our children on Wednesday, November 
22nd in  celebration of Thanksgiving. 

 

Trinity UMC Child Care Center  
 

36 West Maple Avenue  
Merchantville, NJ 08109 

 
For more information or to arrange a visit contact:  

 

Juanita Wilson, Director 
856-665-9446  

childcare@gotrinity.org 

Trinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care Center    
Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 ----    6 yrs.6 yrs.6 yrs.6 yrs.    

Safe - Clean - Nurturing Environment 

 

 
 

Affordable Weekly Rates 
We accept WorkFirst New Jersey (WFNJ) & New 

Jersey Cares for Kids (NJCK) vouchers. 
 

Hours of operation: 

Monday - Friday 

7:00am - 5:30pm 



Trinity UMC Food Pantry 
 

 

 

 

 
If you or a loved one is in need of prayer and would like to 

be added to the prayer chain  please contact:  
PUMC  - Jean Plasket 856-323-8315   
TUMC - Pat Nelson 856-662-6893 

Rise & Shine Breakfast Club 
The Rise & Shine Breakfast Club is continu-
ing to meet on the first  and third  
Wednesday of each month at 8:30am at 
the Penn Queen Diner in Pennsauken. 
Please contact Jessie Welty (609) 876-9075 
if you would like to join them for delicious 
food and fellowship! 
 

Fellowship Café at PUMC 
Join in a time of fellowship and 
a delicious home  cooked meal.   
Sundays, 10:30am (following service) in 
the Yellow Room   

  

Fellowship Time at Trinity 
Join us for fellowship and light refresh-
ments in the chapel following  Sunday wor-
ship services. 

Happy Birthday to:Happy Birthday to:Happy Birthday to:Happy Birthday to:    

                               
  
The purpose of this ministry is to reach 
a little further out into our surrounding 
community.  All activities will be held in 
the our Yellow Room, except for the 
clothing which will be in Wesley Hall at 
Pennsauken United Methodist Church 
from 10am—1pm. 

Please plan to join in by participating and/or volun-
teering on Fridays!  
 

This Month: 
 

Hope Mobile Food Bank Ministry ~ 1st Friday , 12/1 
Assistance with food for those who meet the qualifi-
cations as set forth the by the Food Bank of South 
Jersey.  
Bible Study ~ 2nd & 4th Fridays, 12/8 
We will be journeying through different aspects of 
the bible and fellowship. Light snacks will be served. 
Clothing Ministry & Community Luncheon ~ 3rd Fri-
day , 12/15 
We will serve lunch out of our kitchen to those in our 
community and provide our  on-going Clothing Minis-
try where people from the community are able to 
“shop” our bins and racks of clothing.   
Faith Based Movie or Bible Study ~ 4th & 5th Fri-
day , 12/22, 12/29 

Canned meats and cereal are needed. 
 

  

Wednesday - December 13 
10:00 am - 12:00 noon 

 

As always, all  non-perishable food  and monetary   
donations are accepted and appreciated. 

1 Abi Jones 

2 John Smiley 

5 Angelina Schaefer 

6 Lindsay Migliaccio 

6 Sean Perkins 

9 Thomas Curcio 

9 Pat Nelson 

10 Michelle Thompson 

12 Robert Buderman 

13 Sally Games 

15 Jillian Bollinger 

15 Shirley Weller 

18 Marie Cioffi 

19 Joseph Tissot 

20 Joyce Furman 

21 Earl Harris 

25 Joyce Thompson 

26 David Korhamer 

27 Larry Plasket 

29 Peggy Gillis 

  
Happy Anniversary to:Happy Anniversary to:Happy Anniversary to:Happy Anniversary to:    

 

26  Vincent & Uzo Ezeiruaku 

28  Alex & Betty Herrera 

December Schedule  
 

The yoga class which normally meets at Trinity on 
Wednesday evenings will not be meeting on    
December 27th. 
 

Anyone who would like more information on  join-
ing the class may contact instructor  Janice 
Stridick at 609-923-2733. 



  

The Tidings/Lighthouse 
The Tidings is a periodic publication of 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

 Office Hours Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

(856) 665-1806  Fax: (856) 665-9556 

Parsonage:  (856) 324-0530 

Email: office@gotrinity.org  Website:  www.gotrinity.org  

Visit us on  Facebook 

Sunday Worship 10:45 am 

  
  
Trinity United Methodist Church 
36 W. Maple Ave. 
Merchantville, NJ  08109 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Christmas Eve Service  
            at PUMC 
             7:30pm 

Christmas Eve Service  
                    at Trinity 
                     11:00pm 


