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Happy New Year!  On Sunday, January 7th we will celebrate Epiphany the day on which we remem-
ber the Magi coming from the east, bearing gifts for the newborn king — gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. The scripture doesn’t say much about what Mary thought about their visit, but I imagine that it  
gave Mary even more to treasure, more to ponder. Mary had endured labor in the stable, and she 
had heard the miraculous story of angels proclaiming her child’s birth to shepherds who left their 
flocks to come and see, to come and worship. She had heard the prophecy of Simeon in the Temple 
telling her of how blessed her child was, but also that she would have her heart broken by all that 
she would have to endure.  
 
And now come these foreign men who had followed a star in search of a king ... all of that is a lot to 
comprehend. And that’s in just the first couple weeks of being the mother of Christ, the Messiah. In 
many traditions, Christmas is extended from December 25 to January 6 — The Twelve Days of 
Christmas. The celebrations aren’t crammed into one day and quickly dismissed, but instead there is 
plenty of time to ponder the true meaning of Christ’s coming and to contemplate what it means for 
our lives, to wonder at the gifts that are given to us at Christmas — Emmanuel — God with us.  
A God who would leave behind the power and glory of heaven to become human and to live with us. 
A God who would teach us how to live as those in love with God and neighbor. A God that would suf-
fer for us, give his life for us, and promise that as he returned to glory the Holy Spirit would assure us 
that he would always be with us. Twelve Days might not be enough to ponder the true meaning of 
the Nativity.  
 
So what gifts did you really get again this year? Did you receive hope, peace, love and joy? What 
difference did Christmas make to your life? Will your life look any different because you received the 
gift of grace? Take the time to ponder, keep alive the season, and live with excitement. You received 
the greatest gift imaginable that first Holy Night. 

 

 
For the last three weeks of January,  
our worship series theme will be  
“Water and Roots”  
Rediscovering Our Baptism.  
We will explore and study the power  
of the redemptive grace of God in  
Jesus Christ through baptism. 

 

January 14 “Light in the Darkness” looking at God’s images of creation and salvation 
January 21 “My Beloved” looking at Jesus Baptism more deeply  
January 28 “Celebrating, Remembering and Reaffirming our Baptisms” 
We are asking individuals and families to please share photos from their baptisms. You can scan or 

take a cell phone photo of your pictures and email them to the appropriate church office.             

Email: office@gotrinity.org or pennsaukenumc@gmail.com .  



 

 

 

 

Hello friends: 

I can’t believe that another year has gone by.  Very soon, we will be bidding farewell to 2017 with its 
joys, its sorrows, its challenges, and its victories.  It has definitely been a difficult year with so many 
tragedies - natural disasters, mass shootings, and senseless attacks - we just have to wonder if 
there is a message we’re missing.  During this Christmas season, our pastor has  encouraged us to 
perform Random Acts of Christmas Kindness.  I would like to think that even in the New Year, we 
can continue this practice and daily continue to perform those random acts of Christian kindness.  In 
the past I’ve shared a verse from a song by Paul O’Neill called “Promises to Keep”.  I feel like it has-
n’t gotten old yet and is still worth repeating.  

Christmas time and the moments just beginning  
From last night when we'd wished upon a star 
If our kindness this day is just pretending  
If we pretend long enough, never giving up  
It just might be who we are. 

 
As it is with the rest of the world, it’s easy to be discouraged when we look out on a Sunday morning 
and see so many empty pews.  I know that we are all doing what we can so this is not meant at all 
to criticize our faithful members but we count our offering each Sunday and wonder how we can 
stretch our income to cover our expenses.  And yet again, we still have so much to be thankful for.  
We have a wonderful staff who works tirelessly and each one deserves our gratitude.  Thank you so 
much for all you do.  Our Day Care staff does so much to try and keep this outreach alive and gives 
our children a safe place of love and learning.  Cindy is so much more than just our office secretary.  
She is always willing to take on an extra task and somehow completes all her duties, and then 
some, in less time than was once allocated.  Helen spends lots of time planning and practicing the 
music she provides each Sunday and each week we enjoy her contributions.  Doc is so much more 
than our Director of Music.  Yes, every week he leads our choir in song but in addition, he has start-
ed a youth ministry with his children’s sermons and junior church and has started a very enjoyable 
adult Sunday School class.  In addition to leading worship every Sunday, Pastor Walt is doing his 
best to reach out and contribute to the life of the community and bring people back through our 
doors.   
 
I also need to continue to thank all the volunteers that keep the wheels in motion.  I always appreci-
ate the volunteers who serve as greeters, worship leaders, the fellowship team, and the Johnstons 
who always cover the AV desk.  I also would like to thank people who work behind the scenes.  Bill 
Johnson who is our volunteer accountant, Cookie O’Shea, Cece Torok, and Bobbi Stagliano who 
prepare the budget, Mike O’Shea, Sue Summers, Skip Harris, and Elaine McBride who are our offi-
cial and unofficial Lay Leaders, and last but definitely not least, Peter Johnston who never stops 
working to keep the building in shape. 
 
As we look forward to 2018, I wish everyone health and happiness and keep us all in my prayers. 

   
May God Bless Us, Everyone! 
Debbie Curcio, Worship Committee Chair 

@ TrintyTrintyTrintyTrinty 
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Join us for a time of discussion, support, guidance 
and fellowship at PUMC.  All women of the 
churches are invited to attend! 
 
  

W.S.T. (Women Serving Together) 
  

WST Bible Study Group will not meet in Decem-
ber.  We will meet again on Thursday, January 
4th at 9:30am in Trinity’s library.   All women are 
invited.  
 
 

 

 
 

 
AT TRINITYAT TRINITYAT TRINITYAT TRINITY    

 

 
This month we begin our new Lead Team that will 
encompass the work of the Church Council, Trus-
tees, Staff-Parish Relations and Finance Commit-
tees.  As we move to combine administrative re-
sponsibilities and consolidate to one monthly 
meeting, I will endeavor to have the meetings 
move along briskly and get the business of the 
church conducted in an expedited manner.  To 
that end, I request that the committees provide 
to me a synopsis of the most recent past activities 
and their new business and reports well before 
the next scheduled meeting.  I will have them 
printed for distribution in the Sunday bulletin for 
the Sunday prior to the meeting.  This way, we 
can review the information before the meeting, 
deal with any clarifications and know what busi-
ness will be discussed.  This will not curtail any 
new business that requires our attention, but 
should help the Council and the general member-
ship to keep informed on the church's business 
and activities. 
 
The meets will start promptly at 7:30 PM, please 
arrive early.  You can send your reports, etc. to 
me at skphrr@aol.com by the second Tuesday of 
the month.  Our meeting this month will be Janu-
ary 16th.  
 
Skip Harris  

 
 
 

Let’s Talk About 
Magnesium  

 
  

This mineral has been gaining notoriety be-
cause it is important in so many of our body’s 
processes. About 60% of magnesium is found 
in bones, 30% found in muscle and soft tissue. 
Magnesium assists in the function of over 300 
enzymes in our bodies. It is important in me-
tabolism of carbohydrates and fat, synthesis 
of protein as well as in proper contraction 
and relaxation of muscles. Magnesium is also 
beneficial to a healthy heart rate, heart 
rhythm, blood pressure, blood sugar control 
and bone density. 
  
Most Americans consume too many refined 
foods. Refined grains have been stripped of 
their magnesium, among other nutrients.  
  
Food sources of magnesium  (and other nutri-
ents) are best.  The top magnesium rich foods 
include green vegetables (spinach, chard), 
nuts, pumpkin seeds, whole grains, black 
beans, soybeans, cocoa, shellfish, salmon, 
avocados, artichokes, bananas, yogurt and 
milk.  Consider adding more of these to you 
daily routine to reap the benefits of the nutri-
ents that these foods provide.  
  
  
Barbara Wilson, RD 

Looking ahead….. 
 

 
   February  4th 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring is youth across the nation 
working to fight hunger and poverty in their own 
communities around the time of the Super Bowl 
football game.  
  
Please join Pennsauken and Trinity Churches along 
with young people around the country as they 
demonstrate God’s love by loving their neighbors 
through the Souper Bowl of Caring.  Please bring 
at least 2 cans of soup and $1.00 to church on 
February 4th to benefit the Food Pantry. 



 

Trinity Child Care  
Center Third Annual       
Christmas  Concert 

 
 

Trinity UMC Merchantville Child Care Center held their 
Annual Christmas Concert on Friday,  Dec. 22, 2017 at 
10:00 am. The  children sang Christmas carols, recited 
poems and performed a play for their parents and others 
in attendance followed by  holiday refreshments. 

Women Serving Together ~ Annual Christmas Party 

WST Annual Christmas Party 
took place on  December 4, 
2017. 

A good time was had by all as the 
women’s group gathered to share a 
meal, play games and exchange gifts. 

Advent/Christmas  
     Season 2017 
Advent was a time of  
spiritual reflection and  
anticipation.   
 

The lighting of the Advent 
candles and prayers offered 
are our way to remember  
and anticipate Christmas  
Day. 
 

Two services  at each church were held on Dec. 24th.  The 
morning service brought Pastor Walt’s sermon series “Coming 
Home” to a close and  traditional Christmas Eve Candlelighting 
services were held at both  Trinity and Pennsauken UMC. 



ENROLLING NOW!     
    

Trinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care Center    
Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 ----    6 yrs.6 yrs.6 yrs.6 yrs.    

    

 Safe - Clean - Nurturing Environment 
 

 
Affordable Weekly Rates 

We accept WorkFirst New Jersey (WFNJ) &  
New Jersey Cares for Kids (NJCK) vouchers. 

 

For more information or to arrange a visit call: 
 

856856856856----665665665665----9446944694469446    
 

Juanita Wilson, Childcare Director 
 

Hours of operation:   
 

Monday - Friday  
7:00am - 5:30pm 

            Ongoing Ongoing Ongoing Ongoing     
        VolunteerVolunteerVolunteerVolunteer    
OpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunities    

 

Sunday Morning (You may choose the date(s) 
that you are able to serve.) 
 

Greeters: Arrive a few minutes early to welcome 
members and visitors to worship.  A sign-up 
sheet can be found on the bulletin board in the 
chapel or speak with Pat Shockley. 
 

Fellowship Hosts:  Provides snacks (store 
bought or homemade).  Sets up serving table with 
plates, napkins, forks, etc. and cleans up after 
fellowship time.  More than one person/family 
may sign up for the same day.  A sign-up sheet 
can be found on the bulletin board in the chapel. 
 

Worship Leaders: Leads the congregation in 
opening part of worship.  The information can be 
provided to you prior to the service. Call Debbie 
Curcio 856-665-6261 for  more information or to 
schedule a date to serve. 
 

Multimedia Techs: Advances the slides of the 
PowerPoint presentation during worship service.  
Easy training can be provided.  Please speak with 
Pastor Walt or Peter Johnston. 

Other Opportunities: 
 

Newsletter:  Help get the newsletter ready for 
mailing one Friday afternoon a month. Please   
contact  Cindy at the church office 856-665-1806 
or  office@gotrinity.org if you’re willing help. 
 

Holiday Mailings:  Help out occasionally by stuff-
ing and stamping envelopes.  Contact Cindy at 
the church office to let her know you’re willing to 
help.  
 

Church Cleaning: Help with general housekeep-
ing chores to maintain cleanliness of the church.  
Please speak to Pastor Walt about your availabil-
ity.  

 
Volunteering is Good For You! 

 

In a small study, questionnaires were sent to people with 
chronic illness who had  regularly volunteered their time in 
the last 12 months and the results showed: 
 

76%  said it made them feel healthier 
94%  said it improved their mood 
78%  said it lowers their stress levels 
96%  said it enriches their sense of purpose 

 

 
Thank you to all who purchased  

poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary 
for the holidays and to those who  

donated to special projects! 



 

 
If you or a loved one is in need of prayer and would like to 

be added to the prayer chain  please contact:  
PUMC  - Jean Plasket 856-323-8315   
TUMC - Pat Nelson 856-662-6893 

Rise & Shine Breakfast Club 
The Rise & Shine Breakfast Club is continu-
ing to meet on the first  and third  
Wednesday of each month at 8:30am at 
the Penn Queen Diner in Pennsauken. 
Please contact Jessie Welty (609) 876-9075 
if you would like to join them for delicious 
food and fellowship! 
 

Fellowship Café at PUMC 
Join in a time of fellowship and 
a delicious home  cooked meal.   
Sundays, 10:30am (following service) in 
the Yellow Room   

  

Fellowship Time at Trinity 
Join us for fellowship and light refresh-
ments in the chapel following  Sunday wor-
ship services. 

The purpose of this ministry is to reach 
a little further out into our surrounding 
community.  All activities will be held 
in the our Yellow Room, except for 
the clothing which will be in Wesley 
Hall at Pennsauken United Methodist 

Church from 10am—1pm.  Please plan to join in by 
participating and/or volunteering on Fridays!  
 
This Month: 
 

Hope Mobile Food Bank Ministry ~ 1st Friday,  
Assistance with food for those who meet the qualifi-
cations as set forth the by the Food Bank of South 
Jersey.  
Bible Study ~ 2nd Friday, We will be journeying 
through different aspects of the bible and fellowship. 
Light snacks will be served. 
Clothing Ministry & Community Luncheon ~ 3rd Fri-
day,  We will serve lunch out of our kitchen to those 
in our community and provide our  on-going Clothing 
Ministry where people from the community are able 
to “shop” our bins and racks of clothing.   
Faith Based Movie - 4th Friday. 

Canned meats and cereal are 
needed. 
 

Trinity UMC Food Pantry 
 

 

 

As always, all  non-perishable food  and 
monetary  donations are accepted and ap-

preciated. 

   1 David Nelson, Jr. 
   3 Madison Lapp 
   4 Nicole Froelich 
   4 Joshua Massey 
   5 Martha Jones 
   6 Antonio Edwards 
 10  Jeff Hayman 
 12  Bette Vasta 
 13  Robert Dehnhard 
 13  Lauren Plasket-Gleason 
 16  Kenneth Froelich 
 17  Bernadette Harris 
 22  Uzo  Ezeiruaku 
 24  Ruth Pinkstone 
 26  Matthew Gilliss 
 30  Stacie Ambrico 
 31  Adam Gilliss 

Wednesday - January 10 
10:00 am - 12:00 noon 

 
 
Hoagie Sale 

 
 
Proceeds from the sale of the hoagies will benefit Vaca-
tion Bible School at Pennsauken UMC..  Hoagies are $6 
and will be available for pick up on Saturday, January 20 
from 10am—1pm (or stored in the fridge for Sunday pick-
up).  
 
Please turn the order form and money in to Cyndi Hol-
shue @ 856-287-8279 by Sunday, January 14th. 
 
Please note that all hoagies come with cheese, tomato 
and lettuce.  Condiments such as oil, vinegar, onions, 
sweet and/or hot peppers all will be served on the side.  
 
Order forms can be found on the table in the chapel at 
Trinity. 

 
Adam & Eve:  The first people 

not to read the  
Apple terms and conditions. 



  
  
Trinity United Methodist Church 
36 W. Maple Ave. 
Merchantville, NJ  08109 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

The Tidings/Lighthouse 
The Tidings is periodic publication of 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

 Office Hours Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

(856) 665-1806  Fax: (856) 665-9556 

Parsonage:  (856) 324-0530 

Email: office@gotrinity.org  Website:  www.gotrinity.org  

Visit us on  Facebook 

Sunday Worship 10:45 am 

Adult Classes 
Sunday mornings 

9:30am 

Children K-6 
Bible lesson & activities 

following children’s 
message each Sunday 

during worship service. 

  


