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The season of Lent started on Wednesday, February 14th and leads us on a journey through to Holy Week and 
Easter Sunday, April 1st. 

YES, this year the Celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord is on April Fool’s Day! 

Churches in many traditions including some United Methodists will celebrate the Sunday after Easter as 
Laughter Sunday (also known as Holy Humor Sunday, Hilarity Sunday, or Holy Fools Sunday). 

Laughter Sunday has its roots in a number of different Christian traditions. Churches 
in 15th century Bavaria used to celebrate the Sunday after Easter as Risus Paschalis (‘God’s Joke,’ or ‘the East-
er laugh’).  Priests would deliberately include amusing stories and jokes in their sermons in an attempt to make 
the faithful laugh.  After the service, people would gather together to play practical jokes on one another and 
tell funny stories.  It was their way of celebrating the resurrection of Christ – the supreme joke God played on 
Satan by raising Jesus from the dead. The observance of Risus Paschalis was officially outlawed by Pope 
Clement X in the 17th century.  Perhaps people were having too much fun. In the Orthodox tradition, people 
would gather on Easter Monday to tell jokes and funny stories, and to dance and eat together.   

In 1988, the Fellowship of Merry Christians began encouraging churches to renew some of these traditions—to 
celebrate the grace and mercy of God through the gift of laughter and joy. 

With Easter Sunday coinciding with April Fool’s Day, there will definitely be extra joy and laughter incorpo-
rated into our Easter Celebration this year. 

As we journey toward Easter, I would invite us to focus on a trilogy of words, the 3 r’s of Lent -  
  Repent   ~  Reflect  ~  Respond. 

Repent means to recognize our actual sins, own our sins, and turn away from sinful actions. Or more specifi-
cally, turn towards a Godly life. Our shared experience of life and our Wesleyan theology says we can’t do that 
on our own. But with God’s help in our lives, we can.  

That brings us to reflect. The power of reflection and introspection is what I call face time with God. To sit in 
God’s presence in silence during Lent allowing the Spirit of God to simply be with you. Divine things happen 
in those silent, Holy encounters. Listen for the nudges of God’s Holy touch on your soul, take time to pause, 
listen and reflect.   

Lastly comes our response. A key component of our Wesleyan Theology is simply, “God acts, and we re-
spond.” That phrase is at the core of our understanding of salvation, sacraments, church, faith, Christ, and eve-
rything else related to our limited perception of how God moves. John Wesley was one of the first theologians 
to hold together two profound phrases in our Bible; we are justified by faith alone, and faith without works is 
dead. Our faith beckons a response. Without it, our faith is dead. What might your response be this year as we 
travel toward Easter together? What might happen if we genuinely look at what we really are (repent) and sit 
that alongside what God created us to be (reflect?) Might we respond differently in the world, in our nation, in 
our community, in our families, in our relationships, and in our church? Might we - - - ? 

I invite you to worship on Sunday mornings celebrating - God acting. Come prepared to respond in some way. 
Come. You are invited. 

God’s Joy, 

Pastor Walter Mander 
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Join us for a time of discussion, support, guidance 
and fellowship at PUMC.  All women of the 
churches are invited to attend! 
 
  

W.S.T. (Women Serving Together) 
  

WST Bible Study Group will meet on Thursday, 
March 1st  at 9:30am in Trinity’s library.   All 
women are invited.  
 

 

Lenten Season Series & 
Study Continues…. 

 

March 4 (Holy Communion) Topic 3 – Hope 
Question of the Week – How do we to Hope in 
Times of Trouble? 
 

March 7 Questions Study - 7:00pm @Trinity 
Reviewing and Previewing the Questions around 
Hope and the Cross 
 

March 11 Topic 4 – Cross (brokenness to 
wholeness) 
Question of the Week – What’s the deal with the 
cross?  
 

March 14 Questions Study - 7:00pm @Trinity 
Reviewing and Previewing the Questions around 
the Cross and Bad Things 
 

March 18 Topic 5 – God’s presence in difficult 
times  
Question of the Week – Why do bad things hap-
pen to good People?   
 

March 21 - 7:00pm @Trinity 
Reviewing and Previewing the Questions around 
Bad Things and Eternal Life 
 

March 25 Topic 6 – Eternal Life  
Question of the Week – Why do we need Jesus?  
 

March 29 Holy Thursday Worship at Trinity 
 

April 1 Easter Sunday Sermon: “Why did God 
Fool the World?”  

                                                
 
 

 
 

              March 30th 

                8:30 a.m. 
 

Speaker:  Naomi Walker 
Naomi Walker is a Lay Servant and a Lifelong member of  

Chew’s UMC Church in Glendora 
 
 

Continental Breakfast Buffet 
 

A free will offering will be accepted 

BreakfastBreakfastBreakfastBreakfast    
Women Serving Together 

Questions We 

Ask God 

 

 
 
 

 

Congratulations to David & Patricia Nelson 
who celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
this year on February 17th.   
 

David & Pat continued the celebration the next 
day during fellowship time with their church 
family at Trinity. 
 

May God continue to bless the love in their 
hearts and their life together with an ever-
deepening faith.  



 

 

March is National Nutrition month 

"Go Further with Food" is this years theme. Wheth-
er it's starting the day off right with a healthy 
breakfast or fueling before an athletic event, the 
foods you choose can make a real difference. Pre-
paring your foods to go further, by planning meals 
and snacks in advance can also help to reduce food 
loss and waste. This year's theme for National Nu-
trition Month encourages us to achieve the benefits 
healthy eating habits offer, as well as urges us to 
find ways to cut back on food waste. Learning how 
to manage food resources at home will help 
you "Go Further with Food", while saving both nu-
trients and money.  

Key Messages: 

1. Include a variety of healthful foods from all of 
the food groups on a regular basis.  
2. Consider the foods you have on hand before 
buying more at the store.  
3. Buy only the amount that can be eaten or fro-
zen within a few days and plan ways to use lefto-
vers later in the week.  
4. Be mindful of portion sizes. Eat and drink the 
amount that’s right for you, as MyPlate encourages 
us to do.  
5. Continue to use good food safety practices.  
6. Find activities that you enjoy and be physically 
active most days of the week.  
 
Realize the benefits of healthy eating by consulting 
with a registered dietitian nutritionist. RDNs can 
provide sound, easy-to-follow personalized nutri-
tion advice to meet your lifestyle, preferences and 
health-related needs.  
 
Barbara Wilson, RD 
 

 
 
 

 
We are once again decorating the sanctuary on  

Easter morning with live flowers.   
 

The cost is as follows: 
$10 each - Tulips (10 blooms); Daffodils (6-10 

blooms), Mini Daffodils (10-16 blooms);  
Lilies (3-4 blooms) 

  
$15 each for a Pansy Bowl with Tulip center 

 
Order forms will be available in our Sunday bulle-
tin.  We ask that completed forms be returned to 

the church on or before 3/19/18. 

Easter 

Flowers 

Hello friends: 
 
I guess we were heard when we were complain-
ing about the cold.  Suddenly we've had record 
breaking warmth, and as I predicted, at least I 
am the one complaining, "It's too hot!"  I should-
n't worry though.  We'll be on this temperature 
roller coaster for at least a couple more 
months.   
 
As we begin our journey through Lent, Carol 
Moore is leading a Wednesday Evening study  
We had our first session and it was very thought 
provoking.  The study followed the same topic 
as Pastor Walt's sermon and we shared experi-
ences where we felt alone, searching for a 
closeness with God.  But as the poem about 
footprints in the sand, we can always remember 
that He is there, whether or not we sense His 
presence.  Looking forward through the season, 
The Holy Thursday service will be held at Trini-
ty followed the Women Serving Together Good 
Friday Breakfast at Trinity.   The ladies always 
do such a wonderful job providing a continental 
breakfast followed by an inspirational message.  
Pastor Walt and Doc Maddison have plans for a 
beautiful Easter morning celebration so we 
hope many will come out and share in the  
blessings. 
  
We will be decorating the sanctuary with live 
flowers again this Easter and the order forms 
will be in your bulletin on Sunday morning. You 
can also contact me by calling 665-6261 or 
emailing me at "sewanso@comcast.net".       
Another option will be to call the church office 
or send an email to "office@gotrinity.org".   
 
Thank you again to all who participate in the 
service by serving as Greeters, Worship Lead-
ers, running the slide show and sound system, 
and your help during fellowship time.   We can 
always use more volunteers getting involved in 
helping with the service so if you would ever 
like to help with the AV system, please talk to 
Peter or Pat.  If you'd like to be a greeter, 
please see Pat Shockley and please see me if 
you'd like to be a worship leader or provide 
snacks for fellowship.  I also want to mention 
again that since our church had to reduce it's 
staff, we are relying more on volunteers to help 
with office work and building maintenance.  If 
you have a few extra hours to help Cindy with 
her duties or want to do some cleaning around 
the building, your work will definitely be      
appreciated. 
 
May God Bless Us, Everyone! 
 
Debbie Curcio 
Worship Committee chairperson 



Celebrating, Remembering and Reaffirming our Baptisms 

Reverend    
Donald Marks  
returned  to the    
pulpit in Pastor 
Walt’s absence 
to lead us in 
worship and 
help us to      
remember and 
celebrate our  
baptisms. 

The Christening 
Gown that hangs in 
the show case  in 
the chapel area was 
originally worn by 
Kathy Mander’s  
grandmother,   
Sarah Exley, 
around 1890.    
Her father, Edward 
Seidel, also wore it 
around 1929 and 
her  son, Wes 
Mander, wore it in 
1988 (seen in the 
photo below). 

A service of remember-
ing and reaffirming our 
baptisms had been 
planned by Pastor Walt.  
He unfortunately had to 
miss it, but most fortu-
nately for good reason. 
 

Pastor Walt and his wife 
Kathy went off to North 
Carolina to meet their 
newest grandchild . 
 

We are happy to report 
that the Mander’s son 
Wes & his wife  

Lindsey 
welcomed 
a healthy 
baby girl 
to their  
family! 
 

As always, the choir filled our 
worship service with           
inspiring  music. 

Troop 119 

Each year we celebrate the work of Civic Youth-Serving Agencies. The United Methodist Church works with Boy Scouts of    
America, Girl Scouts of the USA, Big Brothers Big Sisters, and Camp Fire as outreach ministries in the local community. 

 

Anyone involved in any of these agencies as either a youth or adult was  invited to wear their uniform to worship.  

FEBRUARY 11, 2018 

Members and Leaders of  Trinity’s Troop 119  were  
recognized on Scout Sunday.  
 

Several of the scouts participated in the worship service as 
worship leaders.  

After worship the scouts sold tickets for their annual  
Spaghetti  Dinner Fundraiser which was held on February 
24th. 



All women and girls of 
Pennsauken and Trinity 
church's please mark your  
calendars for the upcoming  

 

Spring Women's Spring Women's Spring Women's Spring Women's     
Multicultural Luncheon Multicultural Luncheon Multicultural Luncheon Multicultural Luncheon     

Date:  April 7th  
Time:  1pm—4pm 

Place: Pennsauken UMC 
 

This year’s theme celebrates our heritage. 
We are asking everyone to bring a dish 
from their cultural heritage.  It can be a 
soup, side dish, main course, salad, or des-
sert. As always drinks will be provided.  
A sign up sheet will be provided in March, 
so think ahead as to what you would like 
to bring for the luncheon. 

2018 Hoagies Sale 
@ Pennsauken UMC 
 

March Hoagie orders are 
due by March 11th and available for pick up on Sat-
urday, March 17th from llam - 1pm.  
 

Hoagies are $6 each and sales benefit PUMC’s   
Vacation Bible School.  Order forms are available 

at both churches. 
 

The Lighthouse/Tidings Newsletter 
March 2018 

This years Summer Feeding Program at 
PUMC will start on June 26th and run   
every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
until August 30th. (Except the 4th of July 
we will be closed)    Breakfast will be 
served at 8am , Lunch at 12pm and we will 
close at 3pm with a snack for each child to 
eat at home. 
 
We are planning to  help the children with 
their summer reading packet, play games, 
crafts, movies, etc. 

The purpose of 
this ministry is to 
reach a little  
further out into 
our surrounding 
community.  All 
activities will be 
held in the our 
Yellow Room, 
except for the 
clothing which 
will be in Wesley 

Hall at Pennsauken United Methodist 
Church from 10am—1pm.  Please plan to 
join in by participating and/or volunteering 
on Fridays!  
 
This Month: 
 

Hope Mobile Food Bank Ministry ~ 1st Fri-
day, Assistance with food for those who 
meet the qualifications as set forth the by 
the Food Bank of South Jersey.  
 
Bible Study ~ 2nd  & 4th Friday, We will be 
journeying through different aspects of the 
bible and fellowship. Light snacks will be 
served. 
 
Clothing Ministry & Community Luncheon 
~ 3rd Friday,  We will serve lunch out of our 
kitchen to those in our community and pro-
vide our  on-going Clothing Ministry where 
people from the community are able to 
“shop” our bins and racks of clothing.   
 
Faith Based Movie - 5th Friday. 

 

Youth Fun NightS 
At Pennsauken UMC 

 

Saturday 

March 10th & 24th 

4pm - 6pm 



 

 
If you or a loved one is in need of prayer and 
would like to be added to the prayer chain  

please contact:  
PUMC  - Jean Plasket 856-323-8315   
TUMC - Pat Nelson 856-662-6893 

Canned meats and cereal are 
needed. 
 

Trinity UMC Food Pantry 
 

 

 

As always, all  non-perishable food  and 
monetary  donations are accepted and ap-

preciated. 

Wednesday - March 14 
10:00 am - 12:00 noon 

ENROLLING NOW!     
    

Trinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care Center    
Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 ----    6 yrs.6 yrs.6 yrs.6 yrs.    

    

 Safe - Clean - Nurturing Environment 
 

 
Affordable Weekly Rates 

We accept WorkFirst New Jersey (WFNJ) &  
New Jersey Cares for Kids (NJCK) vouchers. 

 

For more information or to arrange a visit call: 
 

856856856856----665665665665----9446944694469446    
 

Juanita Wilson, Childcare Director 
 

Hours of operation:   
 

Monday - Friday  
7:00am - 5:30pm 

Birthdays 

1 Elena Torok 
4 Stephen Taylor 

Mia Griffith 
5 Edna Cole 

Colin O’Shea 
6 Mercy Gaisie 

10 Jamie Hendricks 
Ekene Ezeiruaku 
Carley Bird 

11 Claudia Buderman 
Betty Herrera 

12 Frank Shockley 
Evelyn Petrie 

14 Dave Arber Sr. 
15 Pat Goodwin 
16 Richard Ingram 

Moses Jones 
27 Betty Slater 

Anniversaries  

6 Kofi Assan & Mercy Gaisie 

8 Ryan & Jonelle O’Shea 

12 Steve & Eurdine Moulier 

18 Bill & Elizabeth Taylor 

1.   In which English city can you find the oldest     
Methodist chapel in the world?  

Oxford  
Bristol  
Aldersgate  
Salisbury  

2.    In what U.S. state can you attend a United Methodist 
church by kayaking down a river?  

Colorado  
Florida  
North Carolina  
Texas  

3.    Which U.S. state is home to the Mayo Clinic and a 
United Methodist church with a pizza oven on its lawn?  

New York  
Illinois  
New Jersey  
Minnesota  

4    Which island country in the Caribbean resembles a 
crocodile and is home to 400 Methodist churches?  

The Bahamas  
Cuba  
Dominican Republic  
Neverland  

Test your Methodist knowledge with a few questions from  
A quiz originally published in News in Pews,  a United  
Methodist Newsletter, titled … 

Where in the world are United Methodists?  

Answers:  1) Bristol  2) North Carolina  3) Minnesota  4) Cuba 



  
  
Trinity United Methodist Church 
36 W. Maple Ave. 
Merchantville, NJ  08109 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

The Tidings/Lighthouse 
The Tidings is periodic publication of 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

 Office Hours Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

(856) 665-1806  Fax: (856) 665-9556 

Parsonage:  (856) 324-0530 

Email: office@gotrinity.org  Website:  www.gotrinity.org  

Visit us on  Facebook 

Sunday Worship 10:45 am 

Adult Classes 
Sunday mornings 

9:30am 

Children K-6 
Bible lesson & activities 

following children’s 
message each Sunday 

during worship service. 

2018 


