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In her best-seller entitled Traveling Mercies...author Anne Lamott writes: 
“I had come back to live in San Francisco in 1982. I was twenty-eight, and my life was a mess. I took 
a sleeping pill with my last glass of scotch every night, then woke up late, wrote for a couple of hours, 
and walked back to the local liquor store to buy another pint. My life was utterly schizophrenic. I often 
seemed cheerful, but fear pulsed inside of me. I was broke...drunk...and bulimic. I was cracking up - 
but I wasn’t remotely ready for Christianity, though—I mean...I wasn’t that far gone. 
 
A year later...I found myself pregnant...unmarried...still drinking...and at the end of my rope. Across 
the street from the flea market I often frequented there was a little church (Saint Andrew’s Presbyteri-
an Church) that had the prettiest music wafting out the windows on Sunday morning. I began stop-
ping in the doorway of this place from time to time—just to listen to the songs. They had a choir of 
five black women and one rather Amish-looking white man making all that glorious noise...and a  
congregation of thirty people or so, radiating kindness and warmth—so one Sunday...a month and a 
half into my pregnancy...I went to my first worship service there. I was surrounded by love. 
 
Two weeks later...I announced during worship that I was pregnant. Almost immediately...they set 
about providing for me and my unborn child. They brought clothes...they brought me casseroles to 
keep in the freezer...they brought me assurance that this baby was going to be part of a family...and 
they began slipping me money. 
 
Most of the women at Saint Andrew’s live pretty close to the bone financially... existing on small    
Social Security checks—but routinely they sidled up to me and stuffed bills in my pocket. One of the 
most consistent donors was eighty-five year-old Mary Williams—who brought me plastic baggies full 
of dimes—and still brings them to me now. I give them now to the street people... who need what 
Mary has to give. 
 
The people of Saint Andrew’s saved my life. When I was at the end of my rope...the people at Saint 
Andrew’s tied a knot in it for me...and helped me hold on. They could have thrown stones at me...but 
instead they lowered my mat into the presence of God.” 
 
What kind of welcoming spirit do you extend to those around you at our church? I pray that we      
extend the love and joy of Christ to all who come to Trinity United Methodist Church in Merchantville 
and Pennsauken United Methodist Church! I’ll look forward to seeing you on Sunday and during the 
week—as we engage in the ministry of the church together through the power of the Holy Spirit! 
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Join us for a time of discussion, support, guidance 

and fellowship at PUMC.  All women of the 

churches are invited to attend! 
 

  

W.S.T. (Women Serving Together) 
  

WST Bible Study Group will meet on Thursday, 

May 3rd at 9:30am in Trinity’s library.   All women 

are invited.  
 

The Good Friday Breakfast was well attended. 

Over 40 people from Trinity and Pennsauken 

churches came together for this annual event.  
 

Special thanks to  all those who made it 

possible:  Helen Carrell & Doc Maddi-

son  for sharing their musical talents and to every-

one involved with providing food, setting up & 

cleaning up after the event! 
 

   

Radishes –   one of the 
oldest root vegetables 

 

Radishes were actually part of the Egyptian diet 
during the building of the pyramids.  They are a 
cruciferous vegetable from the Brassica family and 
a cousin to cabbage and come in various shapes, 
sizes and colors. Radishes are one of the most   
hydrating vegetables with a water content of more 
than 95%. In addition to vitamins, minerals and   
fiber, brightly colored varietals contain pigments 
with antioxidant properties and are rich in phyto-
chemicals.  

Beyond a good wash, most radishes are ready to 
eat. Cooking increases their versatility, enhancing 
their sweetness and taming their spicy flavor. Sauté 
or roast radishes and toss with pasta or rice, or use 
in stir fries, grilled mixed vegetables or egg    
scrambles. The green radish tops are safe to eat. 
Preferred methods of preparation of the greens are 
sautéing or steaming.  

Radishes are also easy to grow! 

Barbara Wilson, RD 

Hello friends: 
 

There was a post on Facebook the other day 
that said, “Mother Nature apologizes for the 
extended winter.  Father Time was driving and 
refused to stop and ask for directions.”  Just 
when we think we can relax and enjoy the nice 
Spring weather, another arctic blast comes 
along.  It’s ok though.  All too soon we’ll be 
complaining about the heat and cranking up 
the air conditioner. 
 

The season of Lent is now behind us, the pas-
sion of Good Friday became the joy of Easter 
morning once again.  Pastor Walt lead us 
through a sermon series of questions we all 
ask when facing the challenges of day to day 
life and gave us scripture references that can 
help us through the tough times in our lives.  
Through it all, God’s love remains constant. 
 

I want to thank everyone who purchased flow-
ers and helped our sanctuary look even more 
beautiful on Easter morning.  I also thank 
those who made a donation to the financial 
operations of the church in honor and/or 
memory of loved ones.  All memorials are ap-
preciated.   
 

As we move forward, we will be honoring the 
women of our church on Mother’s Day and the 
men on Father’s Day.  We will have a special 
little something for all to enjoy.  We will also be 
collecting a special offering on Mother’s Day to 
donate to the operation of the Methodist Home 
in Collingswood. 
 

Thanks again to all who answer the call to vol-
unteer to serve as greeters and worship lead-
ers.  I appreciate everyone who brings a little 
something for fellowship time or makes a fi-
nancial donation.  I also thank the group I’m 
now calling “the fellowship team”.  Those who 
help with set up and clean up make my job a 
whole lot easier. 
 

As I close I continue to ask God to Bless us, 
Everyone, 
 
Debbie Curcio 
Worship Committee Chair 



 

 
If you or a loved one is in need of prayer and 
would like to be added to the prayer chain  

please contact:  
PUMC  - Jean Plasket 856-323-8315   
TUMC - Pat Nelson 856-662-6893 

2018 Hoagies Sale 
@ Pennsauken UMC 
 

April Hoagie orders are due 
by May 13 and available for pick up on Saturday, 
May 19 from ll am - 1pm.  
 

Hoagies are $6 each and sales benefit PUMC’s   Va-
cation Bible School.  Order forms are available at 

both churches. 
 

The purpose of 
this ministry is 
to reach a lit-
tle  further out 
into our sur-
rounding com-
munity.  All 
activities will 
be held in the 
our Yellow 
Room, except 
for the cloth-
ing which will 
be in Wesley 

Hall at Pennsauken United Methodist Church 
from 10am—1pm.  Please plan to join in by par-
ticipating and/or volunteering on Fridays!  
 

This Month: 
 

Hope Mobile Food Bank Ministry ~ 1st Friday, 
Assistance with food for those who meet the 
qualifications as set forth the by the Food Bank 
of South Jersey.  
 

Bible Study ~ 2nd  Friday, We will be journey-
ing through different aspects of the bible and 
fellowship. Light snacks will be served. 
 

Clothing Ministry & Community Luncheon ~ 
3rd Friday,  We will serve lunch out of our 
kitchen to those in our community and provide 
our  on-going Clothing Ministry where people 
from the community are able to “shop” our 
bins and racks of clothing.   
 

Faith Based Movie - 4th Friday, Faith Movie. 

 

Mother’s  Day  OfferingMother’s  Day  OfferingMother’s  Day  OfferingMother’s  Day  Offering    
    

A special offering benefiting the United Method-
ist Communities  of New Jersey Fellowship 
Fund will be taken throughout the month of 
May.  This fund  provides financial and personal 
resources for residents who can no longer fully 
pay their way. In many cases these residents 
have no other means of support and often no 
family.  
 

There will be special envelopes available at the 
church for this offering beginning on Mother’s 
Day, May 13th.  Or you may indicate “UM Com-
munities” on your check memo line.  By sup-
porting this fund you can make a difference in 
the lives of these residents.  

Don’t ShineDon’t ShineDon’t ShineDon’t Shine    
so othersso othersso othersso others    

can see you.can see you.can see you.can see you.    
Shine so that through Shine so that through Shine so that through Shine so that through     

you, othersyou, othersyou, othersyou, others    
Can see Him.Can see Him.Can see Him.Can see Him.    

    

                 C. S. Lewis 



WST Annual Good Friday Breakfast 
 

 Once again the  women of WST did a 
great job organizing the annual event.  
 
 The Good Friday breakfast began at 
8:30 am on March 30th and was well 
attended.  Attendees chose from a 
tasty selection of baked goods offered 
at the continental style breakfast. 
 
This year’s speaker, Naomi Walker 
(Pictured upper right) who is a Lay 
Servant and lifelong member of 
Chew’s UMC in Glendora, offered a 
spiritual message that all enjoyed.  
The group sang hymns accompanied 
on the piano by our own organist,   
Helen   Carrell, and were treated to 
special music by Trinity music director, 
Doc Maddison.   
 
It was a lovely morning of fellowship as 
we came together to remember Jesus' 
ultimate Sacrifice. 

Easter Sunday 
 

The spring flowers purchased by  
congregants (pictured left) added 
some extra beauty to our sanctuary 
for our Resurrection  Celebration  
Service on Easter morning.   
 

This year was one of the rare times 
that Easter  Sunday fell  on  April 1st 
or April Fools day .  This circum-
stance inspired   Pastor Walt’s      
sermon title:  “Why Did God Fool the 
World?” 
 

Anyone who could not attend  can 
view the video of the entire service by 
visiting our website, www.gotrinity.org  
and clicking on our video links.  
There you will find links to many of 
our past  services listed by date. 



19th Annual Conference Session 
May 20 – May 22, 2018 

 
Annual Conference is a yearly session for clergy and 
lay members to worship, learn about programs and 
conduct the business of the United Methodist Church 
of Greater New Jersey. During the Annual Conference 
session, members of the conference will hear reports 
of past and ongoing work; adopt future goals, pro-
grams and budgets; ordain clergy members as dea-
cons and elders and vote on Constitutional amend-
ments. This year’s  event will once again be held at 
the convention center in Wildwood. 

Congregations 
across the connec-
tion are celebrating 
the 50th anniversary 
commemorating 
the event on April 
23, 1968, when 
leaders of the Evan-
gelical United Breth-
ren Church and The 

Methodist Church declared the creation of a new denomination, 
The United Methodist Church.  
 
Commemorative events are set to occur at the conference, dis-
trict and local church levels beginning April 22, the Sunday be-
fore the April 23 anniversary, through May 20, Heritage Sunday. 
 
Numerous resources have been developed and made 
available specifically for the 50th anniversary of the 
uniting conference, including the original uniting con-
ference video which can be watched by visiting  
https://vimeo.com/250196677 
 

 
Do you know why we are called  

United Methodists? 
 

By Fran Coode Walsh* 

There have been many nicknames for the band of 
believers who followed the lead of John and Charles 
Wesley in their early ministry in England: Enthusiasts, 
Sacramentarians, Bible Moths, Methodists. 
Their methods, values, and tradition laid the ground-
work for what would become The United Methodist 
Church, 240 years after John and Charles Wesley be-
gan their Holy Club at college. 

On April 23, 1968, Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, of The 
Evangelical United Brethren Church, and Bishop Lloyd 
C. Wicke, of The Methodist Church, joined hands at 
the General Conference in Dallas, Texas. They de-
clared "Lord of the Church, we are united in Thee, in 
Thy Church and now in The United Methodist 
Church." 

A new denomination was born and a new logo was 
created to represent this coming together. A tradition-
al symbol—the cross—was linked with a single flame 
with dual tongues of fire. This ties The United Meth-
odist Church to God through Christ (cross) and the 
Holy Spirit (flame).  Most church members know 
that the symbol is a sign that “this is a place where 
United Methodists gather.” But not everyone recogniz-
es how, and why, it is important to use the denomina-
tion’s full name. 

The moniker is a merger of the names of the mostly 
German Evangelical United Brethren Church and the 
Methodist Church. Not using the denomination’s full 
name can feel hurtful to some members. 

The Rev. Alfred T. Day, head of the Archives and His-

tory agency, notes: “If your lineage to become a Unit-
ed Methodist today has been through the Methodist 
Episcopal strain, you’re in the majority because the 
United Brethren and the Evangelical Associations by 
numbers are much smaller groups. So it’s easy for 
you in the majority to think of yourself as Methodist 
and claim that heritage. But if you’re from the minori-
ty--and then that small heritage is combined into the 
larger heritage--and the only way that you get to 
claim your name is the word ‘United’ and somebody 
drops that name off, that kind of leaves you without a 
name, that kind of forgets your history.” 

Another meaning of united in the name speaks to the 
fuller inclusion of black churches. Even though 
the Methodist Episcopal Church had re-united in 1939 
after being divided on the issue of slavery,African 
American congregations were still segregated into a 
separate Central Jurisdiction. In 1968, that segrega-
tion ended. 

Day explains, “The United name also represents a 
coming together of black Methodists and white Meth-
odists in the same conference, with the same preach-
ers, with the same bishops, as opposed to segregated 
conferences as well. So if you leave the name ‘United’ 
off you’re leaving off both a significant piece and 
powerful part of the naming of who we are.” 

That newly formed United Methodist Church became 
one of the largest Protestant churches in the world 
with 12.4 million members today. And the cross and 
flame logo created in 1968 still represents that body, 
a body united in the goal to make disciples of Christ 
for the transformation of the world. 

“Have you ever typed ‘untied’ Methodist Church?” 
asks Day. “There isn’t that much difference on the 
keyboard between ‘untied’ and ‘United’ Methodist 
Church, but boy, oh boy, are there miles of difference 
in the story of how we get from one to the other.” 

Happy Birthday to The United Methodist Church. 

*Fran Coode Walsh is Director, Member Communica-
tions at United Methodist Communications. 
This article was first published in April 2017 



Canned meats and cereal 
are needed. 
 

Trinity UMC Food Pantry 
 
 

 

As always, all  non-perishable food  and 
monetary  donations are accepted and  

appreciated. 

Wednesday - May 9th 
10:00 am - 12:00 noon 

ENROLLING NOW! 

    

Trinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care Center    
Quality child care serving ages 2 Quality child care serving ages 2 Quality child care serving ages 2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 ----    6 yrs.6 yrs.6 yrs.6 yrs.    

    

  
Safe - Clean - Nurturing Environment 

 

 
 

Affordable Weekly Rates 
We accept WorkFirst New Jersey (WFNJ) &  
New Jersey Cares for Kids (NJCK) vouchers. 

 
 

For more information or to arrange a visit call: 
 

856856856856----665665665665----9446944694469446    
 

Juanita Wilson, Childcare Director 
 

Hours of operation:   
 

Monday - Friday  
7:00am - 5:30pm 

 
This year’s Summer Feeding Program at 
PUMC will start on June 26th and run  every 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday until 
August 30th. (Except the 4th of July, when 
we will be closed)    Breakfast will be served 
at 8am , Lunch at 12pm and we will close at 
3pm with a snack for each child to eat at 
home. 
 
We are planning to  help the children with 
their summer reading packet, play games, 
crafts, movies, etc. 

Youth Fun Nights 
At Pennsauken UMC 

 

Saturday 

May 12th & 26th 

4pm - 6pm 

MAY  BIRTHDAYSMAY  BIRTHDAYS  

01st Beth Vasta 
  Eurdine Moulier 
03rd Jackie Whitehead 
  Brittany Whitehead 
04th Curtis Weller 
  Kristen Curcio 
09t  Becca Harris 
10th Sandra Day 
  Tony Stagliano 
11th Aiyanah Edwards 
12th George Reinas 
  Bernard Ney 
  Kyle Perkins 
13th Frank Korhammer 
15th Merri Gordy 
18th John Perkins 
  Courtney Bird 
19th Mike O’Shea 
20th Elizabeth Hodosheff 
  Dottie Landolt 
22nd Mesoma Ezeiruaku 
25th Cora Assenheimer 
26th Janice Matthews 
  Patricia Johnston 
  Stephen Torok 
27th Helen Carrell 
29th Dolores Rupert 
  Charles Holliday II 
31st Pastor Walt 

  MAY  ANNIVERSARIESMAY  ANNIVERSARIES  

03 Melissa & Bill Gray 

07 Jeff & Julia Massey 

12 Diane & Robert Deeds 

14 Philip & Carol Swanson 

17 Michael & Christine Gillis 

29 Elaine & Charles Coward 

May 

couples 



  
  
Trinity United Methodist Church 
36 W. Maple Ave. 
Merchantville, NJ  08109 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

The Tidings/Lighthouse 
The Tidings is periodic publication of 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

 Office Hours Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

(856) 665-1806  Fax: (856) 665-9556 

Parsonage:  (856) 324-0530 

Email: office@gotrinity.org  Website:  www.gotrinity.org  

Visit us on  Facebook 

Sunday Worship 10:45 am 

Adult Classes 
Sunday mornings 

9:30am 

Children K-6 
Bible lesson & activities 

following children’s 
message each Sunday 

during worship service. 


