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As I have reflected on the ministries for children in our churches, childcare center, Scouting, Children’s 
Church, Sunday School, Youth Group, mission trips, VBS and our summer feeding program and I have     
committed to going out of my way to get to know the children. I want to learn their names and talk with them, 
ask them questions, listen to them and laugh with them.   

A Methodist pastor was talking about smiles and asked a group of children she was talking with a question. 
She asked “What makes God smile?”  

Some of the older children had good suggestions. They included being obedient to the ten  commandments. 
Another one mentioned coming to youth activities or Sunday School. As she was complimenting those two on 
their great answers, another child raised his hand. Bouncing up and down, he exclaimed, “I know something 
better!” When Pastor Carol asked, “What do you think is a better way to make God smile?” The boy stood up 
and stated with absolute conviction. “Tell God a joke!” 

Don’t you just love that? She told him that was a great idea. Then the whole group tried to think of good jokes 
that they could tell God.. Here are just a few jokes that might make you smile too. 

Attending a wedding for the first time, a little girl whispered into her mother’s ear. “Why is the bride wearing 
white?” Her mother whispered back saying. “She is wearing white because white is the color of happiness, and 
this is the happiest day of her life.” The girl thought about that for a moment and then asked. “Okay, but, why 
then is the groom wearing black?” 

A Sunday school teacher asked her class why Mary and Joseph took Jesus as a young boy along with them to 
Jerusalem?” The class thought about the question for a moment until one had a response. She said, “Because 
they could not get a baby sitter!” 

At Sunday school the teacher explained that God had created everything in the universe. And when mortals 
were created, God produced a woman out of a rib from the side of Adam. After the children went home, a Fa-
ther noticed that his son was laying on the couch after Sunday dinner. He asked his son if he felt alright. And 
the son responded saying. “My side hurts. I think I’m going to have a wife.” 

I hope God smiled at these jokes. Did you smile too? Jokes are great. Good ones really should bring a smile to 
God not just because they’re funny, but because God genuinely wants us to enjoy life and the blessings of life 
that God has given to us.  

This summer I am going to be asking – “What makes God smile?”. 

A preacher once said that when we finally stand before God, the one thing we will be asked is, “Did you enjoy 
the blessings I gave you in life?” As we enter into the fullness of summer, my hope is that we will take the time 
to count our many blessings and offer a word of thanks to the one who provided them. That ought to make God 
smile too. 

 

Pastor Walt 

 
 



Gleaning is the act of   
collecting  leftover crops 
from farmers’ fields after 
they have been harvested. 
 
On  July 19th, for the   
second year in a row,  the 
youth of Pennsauken & 

East Pennsauken United Methodist Churches 
will travel  together to North Carolina to glean.  
The crops gathered by their efforts will be   
distributed to food banks and food pantries. 
 
Pastor Walt &  Rev. Hopkins-Doerr of East 
Pennsauken UMC will accompany the group.   
Anyone interested in participating may speak to 
Pastor Walt for details. 

The purpose of this ministry is 
to reach a little  further out 
into our surrounding commu-
nity.  All activities will be 
held in the our     Yellow 
Room, except for the clothing 
which will be in Wesley Hall 
at Pennsauken United Method-
ist Church from 10am—1pm.  

Please plan to join in by participating and/or    
volunteering on  Fridays!  
 

Upcoming: 
 

Hope Mobile Food Bank Ministry ~ July 6 & Aug. 
3, Assistance with food for those who meet the 
qualifications as set forth the by the Food Bank of 
South Jersey.  
 

Bible Study ~ July 13, Aug. 10 & 24, We will be 
journeying through different aspects of the bible 
and fellowship. Light snacks will be served. 
 

Clothing Ministry & Community Luncheon ~ July 
20 & Aug. 17, We will serve lunch out of our 
kitchen to those in our community and provide 
our  on-going Clothing Ministry where people from 
the community are able to “shop” our bins and 
racks of clothing.   
 

Faith Based Movie - July 27 & Aug. 31, Faith 
Movie. 

                                                                                                            Sisters of Joy Sisters of Joy Sisters of Joy Sisters of Joy     
                                                                                                & Community& Community& Community& Community    
    

    

                                                                                                                                            July 27 & Aug.31July 27 & Aug.31July 27 & Aug.31July 27 & Aug.31    
                                                                                                                                            11:30 am 11:30 am 11:30 am 11:30 am ----    1:00pm1:00pm1:00pm1:00pm    

 

Join us for a time of discussion, support, guid-
ance and fellowship at PUMC.  All women of the    
churches are invited to attend! 
 

W.S.T. (Women Serving Together) 
 

WST of Trinity will meet for morning Bible study 
on Thursday, Sept. 6 at 9:30 am.  All women 
are invited. 

 
The WST fall fundraiser will be 
Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends    
discount day on Tuesday, Oct. 16.  
Discount coupons are on sale now for 

$5.00 each.  The card is good for 25% off most 
items.  Some items are 15% or 10% off.  The 
card can be used all day on 10/16/18.  You can 
sell some to friends, relatives and neighbors. 

 
A WST Cookbook makes a nice gift for 
birthday, shower or any occasion.  They 
are only $10. 
 

All proceeds from WST fundraisers will go for 
outreach and support to various agencies as you 
have seen reported in the past.  THANKS FOR 
HELPING. 

 
Look for news of an upcoming 
fundraiser at  California Pizza 
Kitchen. 

 

 
  Rethink your Salad  
 
A summer salad is perfect 

for those hot days.    Salads have so much     
flavor and texture potential, consider the ideas 
below.   

Mix and match these combinations. 

 Bases: leafy greens, slaws (many options     
available to purchase or grate yourself), 
grains (quinoa, millet or farro) 

 Proteins: chicken, egg, tofu, tuna, beans, 
chick peas, lentils, edamame, cheese 

 Raw vegetables: radishes, jicama, bean 
sprouts, cucumbers, snow peas, green 
beans, celery, carrots, peppers, onions 

 Roasted vegetables: cauliflower, broccoli,  
Brussels sprouts, sweet potato, winter 
squash, beets, peppers, parsnips, fennel 

 Fruit: oranges, grapefruit, berries, avoca-
do, mangos, peaches, tomatoes, apples, 
pears,  raisins 

 Crunchy toppers: nuts or seeds (pumpkin,    
sunflower), roasted chickpeas or edamame 

When dressing your salad, try a vinaigrette, oil 
and vinegar or a small amount of your favorite 
creamy dressing. 
 

Barbara Wilson, RD 

PIZZA WITH A PURPOSE 



Trinity UMCTrinity UMCTrinity UMCTrinity UMC    

Child Care CenterChild Care CenterChild Care CenterChild Care Center    

Recently, the children of Trinity Child  
Care Center  along with 10 chaperones  
took a field trip  to the Children’s  Garden  
In Camden. 
 
All enjoyed the train ride and festivities! 

 
 
 
 

Children's Garden   
Field Trip 

On June 10th, members of Trinity and Pennsauken Churches gathered 
together on the lawn of Trinity for an outdoor worship service followed 
by a picnic (pictured above)  in celebration of Children’s Day.    

Pictured above left & right are youth participating in a scripture skit led by Pastor Walt during Children’s Day worship service. 



2018 Summer Hoagies Sales 
@ Pennsauken UMC 
 

July hoagie orders are due by July 15, pick up July 21 
August orders are due by Aug. 19, pick up Aug. 25 
Pick-up times are from ll am - 1pm.  
 

Hoagies are $6 each and sales benefit PUMC’s   Vaca-
tion Bible School.  Order forms are available at both 

churches. 

 

 

 

 

Hello friends: 

I know I basically include this in every Tidings ar-
ticle but I always want to say thank you to the 
people who help make each Sunday service a 
warm and friendly place to come and worship to-
gether.  Thank you to the greeters, the ushers, 
the worship leaders, and the group of ladies I am 
now calling "The Fellowship Team," for all that 
you do.  Lots of Sundays, we'll get a loaf of fresh-
ly baked, warm from the oven, banana bread 
from Cece Torok.  Recently Barbara Wilson has 
also started following up her Tidings article with 
a tasty snack made from the food she discusses in 
her article.  I think we all look forward to these 
special treats.  In the past two months, Pat 
Shockley missed one communion Sunday with an 
awful virus and I missed the second with an upper 
respirator infection.  Thank you to Brenda, Karen, 
and everyone else who pitched and made sure our 
communion service was set up correctly.  All of 
these contributions are important and are appre-
ciated by us all.  We can never say thank you too 
often.    

The weather cooperated pretty well for our out-
door Children's Day service and picnic.  As the 
service was ending and the picnic was beginning 
we all had to dodge a few raindrops but thanks to 
the scouts and everyone who helped set up the 
tents, we were able to stay outside.  The rain on-
ly lasted a few minutes so no one got too wet.  I 
think we'll have a few fun  pictures to include in 
this edition of the Tidings. 

As we look forward to the summer months, we 
are looking for volunteers who would like to share 
their musical talents during the service.  If you 
would like to share your music at the services 
both at Pennsauken Methodist and Trinity, that's 
great but if you would prefer just to sing or play 
at your home church, that's fine too.  However 
you feel most comfortable. Please see Doc Maddi-
son, Helen Carrell, Pastor Walt, or myself and 
we’ll get you signed up for the Sunday that works 
best with your schedule. 

Should we find a phrase that matches the 
"Welcome Back Kotter" theme as we welcome 
Pastor Walt and Kathy for another year at Trinity?   
We look forward to continuing to work together 
as you lead our church.  Please keep his family, 
the members of our church families, and this 
hurting world In your prayers. 

And again, in the words of Tiny Tim, May God 
Bless Us, Everyone.   

Debbie Curcio 
Worship Leader 

I am pleased to report that Trin-
ity collected $350.00 for the 
Fellowship Fund of the United 
Methodist Homes of NJ due to 

your generosity.  Some of that money will enable 
residents of Collingswood Manor to remain in place 
when their monies no longer cover the cost of their 
care.  Residents at other Homes will also benefit 
from the Fund. 
 

Once again Thank You for your generosity. 
 
Karen Hoffman 

      God’s 

   Galactic 

Starveyors   

 

Discover the incredible mysteries of the final frontier—
right from your own backyard. Your telescope becomes 
a portal through which you encounter amazing and 
wonderful things designed by a Creator who is even 
bigger than the vastness of His creation. But the most 
amazing wonder to be discovered truly boggles the 
mind. The God who created everything there is—the 
knowable and the unknowable, the visible and the in-
visible—wants a relationship with you! And from the 
very beginning, God had a plan to restore the relation-
ship He knew we would break. 

Date: 

August 6th thru August 10th 

Time: 
Monday 

Open Registration 5:00pm to 5:30pm 
Monday thru Thursday 

Dinner (Provided by Foodbank of SJ) 5:30pm to 
6:00pm 

VBS Program:    6:00pm to 9:00pm 
Friday 

Family Dinner & Fun:   6:00pm to 9:00pm 
Place: 

Pennsauken United Methodist 
3559 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Pennsauken, NJ 08109 

856-662-0341 



 

1 Cookie O’Shea 

3 Gideon Edwards 

11 Debbie Curcio 

12 Nicholas Musulin III 

13 Anthonee Wright 

14 Terri Ingram 
Geoffrey Lapp 
Erin O’Shea 

16 Jerry Williams 
Jessica Froelich 

17 Mae Pray 

19 Mary Davis 
Melissa Olson 
Karen Ney 

20 Melissa Gray 

21 Christine O’Shea 

22 Olivia Ambrico 

27 Larry Migliaccio 

28 Sandra Hoeflich 
Jack Thomas 
Kristin Musulin 
Katherine Taylor 

29 Charlie Dowdney Jr. 

4 Amber Gordy 

7 Rebecca Kosherzenko 

9 Emily Bollinger 

10 Eurdine Robinson III 

13 Jordanis Baez 

15 Matthew Gordy 

19 Ava Brody 

21 David Taylor 

22 Albert Stover 

26 Jennifer Bollinger 
Stephen Gillis 
Amelia Covone 

28 David Brody 

29 Amanee Thompson 

30 Karl Assenheimer 
Michele Edwards 

2 Geoffrey & Pamela Lapp 

9 Gary & Debbie Hartman 

17 William & Dottie Landolt 

28 Tom & Cece Torok 

11 Dennis & Barbara Wilson 

15 Robert & Claudia Buderman 

 

Christmas in July  

Celebration Week 

@PUMC 
 

July 22– 27 
  

7/22 Christmas themed Food 
 

7/24—7/26 Christmas Games, Crafts & 
Treats during Summer Feeding Program 

 
7/27 Sister’s N` Joy will Host a Christmas    

Movie & Snack 

    

Trinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care Center    
Quality child care serving ages 2 Quality child care serving ages 2 Quality child care serving ages 2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 ----    6 yrs.6 yrs.6 yrs.6 yrs.    

  
Safe - Clean - Nurturing Environment 

 

 
Affordable Weekly Rates 

We accept WorkFirst New Jersey (WFNJ) &  
New Jersey Cares for Kids (NJCK) vouchers. 

 
 

 

For more information or to arrange a visit call: 
 

856856856856----665665665665----9446944694469446    
 

Juanita Wilson, Childcare Director 
 

 
Trinity UMC Food Pantry 

 
 

 
Canned meats and    
cereal are needed. 
 

  

As always, all  non-perishable food  and 
monetary  donations are accepted and  

appreciated. 

    July 11 & Aug. 8   
10:00 am - 12:00 noon 

 

The Summer Meal 
Program at PUMC 
continues every 
Tuesday,    

Wednesday, and Thursday until August 30th. 
(Except the 4th of July, when we will be 
closed)    Breakfast will be served at 8:30am , 
Lunch at 12pm and we will close at 3pm with 
a snack for each child to eat at home. 



   
Trinity United Methodist Church 
36 W. Maple Ave. 
Merchantville, NJ  08109 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

The Tidings/Lighthouse 
The Tidings is periodic publication of 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

 Office Hours Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

(856) 665-1806  Fax: (856) 665-9556 

Parsonage:  (856) 324-0530 

Email: office@gotrinity.org  Website:  www.gotrinity.org  

Visit us on  Facebook 

Sunday Worship 
10:45 am 

Children K-6 
Bible lesson & activities 

following children’s 
message each Sunday 

during worship service. 


