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As we move through February, we will conclude the “Stop Being Nice” Sermon Series with the theme of “Be 
Loving” on February 10th.  

On February 17th we will celebrate Scout Sunday, welcoming our Scout Troop 119 and the F. W. Grigg American 
Legion Post as part of their 100th year anniversary. 

Lent will officially begin with our Ash Wednesday Service at Pennsauken UMC on March 6th.  Everyone is invit-
ed to join together for dinner at 5:30 pm for the “Soul Café” worship, with imposition of ashes to close the even-
ing. 

Throughout Lent the worship series theme will be --  

 

During this season of formation and preparation, we will approach the 40 days of Lent from a variety of different 
perspectives and points along the Christian journey. New and longtime Christians alike will hear the call to return 
to God with all their hearts, including the call to prayer and fasting. These works of discipline have for hundreds 
of years served as a means by which new converts prepare for baptism, which occurs as a part of the Easter Vigil. 
Using the words of Wesleyan theology, we believe all this work is initiated by God, who invites us to come be-
fore God with all our hearts. 

With the exception of Palm/Passion Sunday and Easter Day, I will be preaching using selected  Old Testament 
and Epistle readings. These passages work hand-in-hand to clearly articulate the distinct pathway that begins with 
God’s call (Ash Wednesday and Lent 1) and continues through the process of our own repentance (Lent 2 and 3), 
reconciliation with God and one another (Lent 4 and 5), and preparation to publicly proclaim our belief in the ris-
en Christ (Palm/Passion and Easter). This year, then, may this season become a place for us to revisit and renew 
our beginnings along the Christian journey of salvation. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Women's Heath & Wellness Group 

Feb.22 & March 22 at 10am 
 

Join us at PUMC on the 4th Friday of each 
month for a time of discussion, support, guid-
ance and fellowship.  All women of the 
churches are invited to attend! 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 
WST Bible Study Group will meet on Thursday, 
Feb. 7th and March 7th at 9:30am in Trinity’s 
Library. All women are welcome to join us. 
 

    
Sprouted Grains 
 
 
 
Historically, many of our grains sprouted acci-
dentally. We have recently realized that 
sprouting grains can be better for our health. 
  
Sprouting grains increases many of the grains’ 
key nutrients, including B vitamins, vitamin C, 
folate, fiber, and antioxidants. Sprouting also 
activates enzymes, making the grain easier to 
digest.  
  
Sprouted grain products are often made with a 
variety of grains to provide a better variety of 
nutrients and to create a product that pro-
vides a complete set of protein building amino 
acids.   
 
Food for Life and Alvarado Street Bakery are 
two brands available in many grocery stores. 
They are sometimes found in the freezer sec-
tion, due to the lack of preservatives.  Bread 
products are best stored in the freezer at 
home as well. 
  
Barbara Wilson, Registered Dietitian 

 
 
 
 
Hello Friends: 
 
Welcome to 2019!  I hope the New Year brings 
hope and peace to all of us.  There is a lot of cra-
ziness going on in the world around us.  As always, 
we pray that the good Lord will protect us, and 
find a way to get our government moving forward 
again. 
 

Soon we will be entering the Lenten season.   
Since there is now an informal worship service 
every Wednesday evening at Pennsauken, there is 
a possibility that the Ash Wednesday service will 
be held there.  At our last Lead Team meeting, 
Pastor Walt suggested having a Seder meal the 
night before Holy Thursday and sharing the Holy 
Thursday service at Trinity.  These plans are still 
tentative and will be firmed up as we get closer to 
the actual services so stay tuned for the finalized 
special worship schedule. 
 

We are moving forward with the transition of lead-
ership in the church.  The staff parish committee 
has been meeting to complete the paperwork nec-
essary to submit to the district council to find the 
best pastor to suit our needs.  The district posts 
the new appointments every Sunday afternoon.  
The website is www.gnjumc.org.  You can log on 
and click on the appointments tab to see when our 
new pastor is announced.  Once announced, there 
will be a picture and a paragraph that talks about 
the pastor’s background, family members, where 
they attended college, where they have served, 
and some of their personal interests.  We should 
hear something around the middle of March. 
 

Thanks again to everyone who helped to decorate 
the sanctuary for Christmas and to those who or-
dered poinsettias or made a donation in memory 
and/or honor of a loved one.  I always want to 
thank those who serve as greeters, ushers, worship 
leaders, and the fellowship team.  Now that choir 
practice has moved to Sunday afternoon, I really 
feel the need to review the anthem before the ser-
vice so I am grateful to Karen Hoffman and Kathy 
Mander who help with set up.  It’s nice to leave 
choir practice and not have to worry about putting 
food away and washing the dishes so I am also 
thankful to Eva Vayo, Pat Shockley and others who 
stay and get that all taken care of.  We all make a 
great team. 
 

Please continue to pray for our friends and neigh-
bors and our church as we face many changes. As 
the song goes, His eye is on the sparrow, and I 
know He watches me.  There are others still griev-
ing the loss of family members so we pray that 
they will remember happy times spent together 
and find comfort in those memories.   

May God Bless us, Everyone! 
 
Debbie Curcio, Worship Committee Chair 



Why the Wesleys, and 
others, came to be called 
Methodists 
 

A UMC.org feature by Andrew J. Schleicher* 

Holy Club. Bible Moths. Methodists. 

These are just a few of the names people called Charles and 
John Wesley and those gathered around them before anyone 
called their group a movement, let alone a church. Charles 
and John Wesley are considered founders of the Methodist 
movement that led to what is now The United Methodist 
Church. 

It all began around 1728 with a few men at Oxford Universi-
ty, where Charles was finishing his studies.  Charles Wes-
ley had not always been very good at focusing on his studies 
or his faith. His first year at school was full of diversions like 
playing cards and enjoying music, theater and dancing. Nev-
ertheless, by his final year, he was ready to devote himself to 
a more focused method of engaging study and faith. 

Charles knew he could not do this on his own. He gathered 
with others in a small group, a practice common at Oxford in 
those days. 

Originally, the group discussed classical literature, but they 
eventually moved onto spiritual materials. According to Dale 
Patterson of the United Methodist Archives and History  
agency, they would read classical literature during the week 
but on weekends, especially Sundays, read works about di-
vinity or theology as we call it today. 

Even with these conversations, Charles continued to feel like 
he was struggling. He reached out to his brother John for 
assistance. 

"There is no one person I would so willingly have to be the 
instrument of good to me as you," Charles wrote in a letter 
to John. "It is owing, in great measure, to somebody's pray-
ers (my mother's most likely) that I am come to think as I 
do; for I cannot tell myself how or why I awoke out of my 
lethargy, only that it was not long after you went away." 

John had been away for a time helping at his father's parish 
since he had already graduated and was ordained in the 
Church of England. When he returned to Oxford, where he 
was also a fellow, he soon assumed leadership of the group 
and brought to it his organization skills and some initial in-
struction. 

Others started noticing the group. Some called them 
"Sacramentarians," that is they sought the sacrament of 
communion frequently. The Wesleys thought it good to 
have communion at least weekly, though the common 
thought was monthly was satisfactory. 

This was one of the first items to grow out of their meetings. 
They had to search out communion since no single 
Protestant congregation offered it every week. 

Others called the group "Enthusiasts." Were they religious 
fanatics of some sort? 

“That was an insulting term,” says Patterson. “People claim-

ing to be spirit-filled [or enthused] were considered suspi-
cious.” The term pointed back to “the wild-eyed people of a 
century ago,” during the English civil war. 

Despite that, John Wesley considered himself a “reasonable 
enthusiast,” says Patterson. 

"Supererogation-men," was another term applied to this 
small, but growing, group. Supererogation refers to their de-
sire to go beyond what is typically required by most religious 
in hopes of winning divine approval. 

It was common for the Wesleys and their companions to en-
gage regularly in prayer, fasting (twice a week), giving alms 
and visiting those in prison. Many of these activities were not 
even the Wesleys’ ideas, though John would check in with 
the local bishop to ensure there was no problem with their 
activity. 

"These guys are accused of doing too much good," says Ted 
A. Campbell, professor of Church History at Perkins School of 
Theology. The supererogation-men nickname was also, 
Campbell continues, "a veiled accusation of Catholicism." 
There remained tension in those days between Protestant 
and Catholic supporters, and the practice of Catholicism was 
restricted. 

The group the Wesleys were a part of engaged in regular 
Bible study and were then called "Bible-moths." Did they eat 
their Bibles as a moth may eat their clothes? 

They were viewed as "Bible-bigots," because they reproved 
others who they thought did not live up to scriptural stand-
ards. "A lot of people thought of them as sourpusses," Camp-
bell says. 

By the time they were called "The Holy Club," there were 
actually at least four small groups connected with the grow-
ing movement. 

"These were all names foisted upon him," Campbell says, 
"but John Wesley had the habit of taking them onto himself." 

It was “Methodist” that eventually stuck. While John Wesley 
initially did not like the name, he eventually made it his own. 

Why did it stick? "It was something people could see," Camp-
bell says. 

The initial Holy Club dissipated when the Wesleys and two 
others went on a mission trip to Georgia. However, many, if 
not most, of the evolving group went onto ministry. 

The Wesleys and their colleagues stuck to their methods up-
on their return to England and the Methodist movement 
would spread throughout Great Britain and into the Americas 
and now the world. 

Today, United Methodists pledge in their membership vows 
to give of their “prayers, presence, gifts, service and wit-
ness.” Thus, United Methodists continue the active life the 
Wesleys and their colleagues brought forward. 

Our methods may have evolved over the years, but we still 
seek to follow John and Charles Wesley's desire to live a 
more holy life. 

 

*Andrew J. Schleicher works at United Methodist Communi-
cations.  This story was first published on September 21, 
2015. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Valentines 

Party  

Saturday 

February 9th 

4-8pm 

Youth Party & 
Youth Party & 
Youth Party & 
Youth Party & 

Crafts Crafts Crafts Crafts     

at PUMC
at PUMC
at PUMC
at PUMC    

KID’S WORKOUT & GAME NIGHT 
@PUMC@PUMC@PUMC@PUMC    

SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday    
    

Feb. 23Feb. 23Feb. 23Feb. 23    
    

4 4 4 4 ----    8pm8pm8pm8pm    

 

Saturday, March 9th 

& 
Skate Night 

@ Pennsauken United Methodist 

 

119119119119    @Trinity
 

Adults Adults Adults Adults ----    $10                  Seniors  $8                 Children $5$10                  Seniors  $8                 Children $5$10                  Seniors  $8                 Children $5$10                  Seniors  $8                 Children $5    

Saturday 

February 23, 2019 

4 - 7 pm 

Scout Sunday is February 17th Scout Sunday is February 17th Scout Sunday is February 17th Scout Sunday is February 17th     

Advance tickets 
will be available 

to purchase  
after worship 
services on  

Feb. 10 & 17.   

Check Sunday bulletins for sign-up information 

Feb.  3rd 
Join  others around the   
country as they 
demonstrate God’s 
love by loving their 
neighbor through the Souper Bowl of Caring.  
Please bring $1 and a can of soup or box of cere-
al with you to church on February 3rd to benefit 
local families in need thru the food pantry. 

  
 

If you or a loved one is in need of prayer and would 
like to be added to the prayer chain please contact:  

 

PUMC  - Jean Plasket 856-323-8315 
TUMC - Pat Nelson 856-662-6893 



 

ENROLLING NOW! 
    
    
    

    
    

Trinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care CenterTrinity Child Care Center    
Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 Quality child care serving ages 2 1/2 ----    6 yrs.6 yrs.6 yrs.6 yrs.    

    

 Safe - Clean - Nurturing Environment 
 

 

Affordable Weekly Rates 
We accept WorkFirst New Jersey (WFNJ) &  
New Jersey Cares for Kids (NJCK) vouchers. 

 

For more information or to arrange a visit call: 
 
 

856856856856----665665665665----9446944694469446    
    

 

Juanita Wilson, Childcare Director 

Hours of operation:   
 

Monday - Friday  
7:00am - 5:30pm 

 
If health, travel, or any number of other obsta-
cles keep you from coming to church on Sun-
day, you can still worship with us online.  Our 
worship service is  broadcast live on Sunday 
mornings at 10:45am on our Facebook page.   
 
You can also visit our website 
www.gotrinity.org and follow the links to view 
videos of some of our past worship services.   

  2 Daniel Elliott 

  3 Barbara Wilson 
Michael Gilliss 

  4 Trevor Dowdney 

  5 Gary Hartman 
Larry Truax 
Austin Gilliss 

  7 Betty Henderson 
Bayley Hoeflich 

11 Evelyn Carter 
13 Elaine Reinas 

14 Brian Riley 
15 Greta Brocious 

16 Tyler Dowdney 
Steven Moulier Jr. 

17 Chidubem Ezeiruaku 

18 Deborah Elliott 
Michelle Crye 

19 Mary Korhammer 
Wes Mander 

23 Harry Pray 

24 Xyla Crye 
26 David Arber Jr. 

27 Steve Moulier 

  6 Debbie & Thomas Curcio 
17 Pat & David Nelson 

Joyce & Joseph Thompson 

22 Sandra & Bayley Hoeflich 

24 Abi & Moses Jones 

 

1 Elena Torok 
4 Stephen Taylor 

Mia Griffith 
5 Edna Cole 

Colin O’Shea 
6 Mercy Gaisie 

10 Jamie Hendricks 
Ekene Ezeiruaku 
Carley Bird 

11 Claudia Buderman 
Betty Herrera 

12 Frank Shockley 
Evelyn Petrie 

14 Dave Arber Sr. 
15 Pat Goodwin 
16 Richard Ingram 

Moses Jones 

27 Betty Slater 

18 Dorothy Harris 
Alex Herrara 

 

6 Kofi Assan & Mercy Gaisie 

8 Ryan & Jonelle O’Shea 

12 Steve & Eurdine Moulier 

18 Bill & Elizabeth Taylor 

BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS 

Feb. Anniversaries 

March Anniversaries 



  

The Tidings 
The Tidings is a periodic publication of 

Trinity United Methodist Church 

 Office Hours Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

(856) 665-1806  Fax: (856) 665-9556 

Parsonage:  (856) 324-0530 

Email: office@gotrinity.org  Website:  www.gotrinity.org  

Visit us on  Facebook 

Sunday Worship 10:45 am 

  
  
Trinity United Methodist Church 
36 W. Maple Ave. 
Merchantville, NJ  08109 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


